The aim of this book is to 'provide busy practitioners with succinct standard of care reviews on the evolution and treatment of the most common neurological conditions'. The book also comes with its own CD-Rom which includes the complete text and illustrations of the book as well as links to a variety of child neurology websites and National Library of Medicine. The contributors are virtually all from North America and Canada and undoubtedly this is reflected in the contents, style and approach of this book. The first section entitled 'Clinical Practice Trends' includes several chapters, parts of which are more relevant to practice in the US: what to expect from your accountant, for instance. There is also a brief introduction to the basics of neurological examination and common conditions seen in primary care paediatrics. The second section of the book contains the bulk of conditions you may expect to encounter in an outpatient clinic. Areas comprehensively covered include headache, seizures and epilepsy, developmental delay and a wide variety of other neurological complaints and conditions. It is pleasing to see a child neurology textbook devote significant space to a wide variety of neuro-behavioural conditions such as ADHD, pervasive developmental disorders, tic disorders, childhood depression and conversion reactions. This perhaps reflects differences in clinical practice between paediatric neurologists and child psychiatrists in the US compared to the UK. The final section of the book details conditions affecting the hospitalised child including meningitis, status epilepticus, altered states of consciousness and demyelinating conditions.
In addition to diagnostic information each chapter comprehensively and thoroughly covers various aspects of management for each disorder. Although many chapters contain useful information such as eligibility criteria for support, the education statute with regard to children with learning disabilities, information about parent support groups etc, UK readers will not benefit from this as it is confined to North American law and resources. In addition a number of the drugs that are discussed within the textbook are not currently available in the UK. There is wide variation in the detail provided in some chapters: a whole chapter is devoted to inflammatory demyelinating neuropathies such as Guillain-Barré syndrome whereas Prader-Willi syndrome attracts as much page space as spider venom poisoning (presumably something which is more prevalent in North America than in the UK).
The factual content of this book is very useful, readable and approachable. I have used this book on a number of occasions now within my clinical work and have found treatment issues to be much more comprehensively covered than diagnostic issues, which is after all reflected in the title and aims of the book. For up-to-date management I would definitely recommend this book to professionals working within paediatric neurology specialties. The details on various conditions are too variable to recommend its use as a single resource textbook for paediatric neurology conditions, although the website links on the CD-ROM do provide access to more detailed information. 
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